
Pentatonic 

Scale

A scale with 5 notes.

Syncopation Off-beat rhythm.

Improvisation When musicians 

‘make up’ their part 

on the spot.

Drone A long, held note or 

chord.

Master 

Drummer

The leader in an 

African Drumming 

ensemble.

Polyrhythm Multiple rhythms 

happening at once.

Call & 

Response

A musical question 

and answer.

Ostinato A repeating pattern.
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