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How to read Drum music

How to read a 
guitar chord 
chart:

Performing Techniques

Queen

One of Britain's most 
famous bands. Formed 
in London in 1970

Wider Listening; Killer 
Queen, Who Wants to 
Live Forever, Another 
one Bites the Dust

Melody and 

Accompaniment

Homophonic  

A melody and accompaniment 

texture is when you can clearly 

distinguish between the melody 

and accompaniment. This could 

be a pop song with a solo 

singer accompanied by a band 

Chordal Texture (same rhythm in 

harmony) 

Triplets A rhythmic figure where 3 equal 

notes are played in the time of 2.
6/8 Metre Triplet feel with 3 notes to each 

beat. 
Anacrusis Phrase that starts before the first 

beat of the bar. 

Riff A catchy repeating tune usually at 

the start of the song.
Portamento A slide between notes in the voice
Falsetto Fake sounding high male voice
Dialogue When a melody is passed around 

instruments quickly like they are 

having a conversation . 
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