
Summer| Music| Year 7– Rhythm & Percussion

PULSE Regular beat of the music

RHYTHM A pattern of sounds/notes 

within a pulse.

OSTINATO A repeating pattern.

POLYRYTHM Multiple rhythms 

happening at the same 

time.

PERCUSSION A family of instruments 

played by striking or 

hitting something.

REST A pause or break.

ACCELERANDO Gradually speeding up.

Key Words

Note Values

Dotted Rhythms: 
A dot adds on half of 
the notes value.

Triplet Rhythms: 
Three notes are played 
in the time of two.

Tempo

Tempo refers 
to the 
speed. In 
Music, we 
use Italian 
words for 
this…

Texture

Texture 
refers to the 
layers of 
sound in 
Music.

Rhythm     |    Pulse     |    Notation


