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Welcome from the Head

I am genuinely delighted that you are considering joining the Sixth Form at Saltash 
Community School.

During Year 11, you will make some important decisions about your future, and whilst 
there are many options open to you, I believe that Saltash Sixth Form is one of the best. 

Part of our success is that students get a truly bespoke experience here. We offer a 
wide range of courses, and students are taught in small classes. We also ensure that all 
students have additional opportunities on their timetable, such as Duke of Edinburgh, 
the EPQ, volunteer work or the option to study a 4th subject at AS Level. This makes for 
a rich and rounded experience. 

The Sixth Form at Saltash offers an adult environment where you will be continually 
encouraged and supported to realise your potential. We will have high expectations 
of you. You will all have responsibilities, and you will hold a privileged position as role 
models within the school. This will ensure that you leave us not only with a fantastic set 
of results, but you will have developed the confidence and character to realise your goals and aspirations, whatever 
they may be. 

We are justifiably extremely proud of our sixth form students, and if you choose to join us, we are sure you will see why. If 
you think this may be the place for you, then we would be delighted to receive your application. 
 
We look forward to seeing you here!
 
Sara Del Gaudio
Headteacher  

I am delighted to welcome you to Saltash Sixth Form. Our Sixth Form is a vibrant and 
thriving community at the heart of both our school and our local area.  Sixth Form 
students are aspirational in their learning, role models amongst our school community 

and leaders within our student body.    

Sixth Form study is about a love of learning and a thirst for knowledge, but it is also about 
growing independence. Here at Saltash that is supported by excellent facilities and a 
range of outstanding support structures. Students choose their personalised pathway 
from an exciting range of Level 3 courses, both traditional A Levels, and other Level 3 
qualifications, and benefit from a strong super-curricular offer.

Sixth Form study at Saltash is built around fostering aspirations and supporting students 
move on to the best and most exciting post 18 destinations for them. Our careers 
guidance is comprehensive, with life skills, 1:1 next steps support, and expert Oxbridge, 
Medicine and Veterinary Medicine pathway support. Pastoral care is built into the core of 
our Sixth Form provision, with a dedicated Sixth Form tutor team and excellent links to local 
youth organisations. We offer teaching through small class sizes, ensuring all students receive tailored, high-quality teaching, 
high levels of feedback and a truly bespoke learning experience.

At Saltash Sixth Form students live out our school ethos of ‘broad horizons and confident leaders’ with learning that goes 
beyond the classroom and leadership roles amongst our student body. We are proud to work in partnership with local 
universities and to run trips across the curriculum. Alongside their studies at Saltash, Sixth Formers are both role models and 
leaders amongst our students, becoming Subject Leaders, Mental Health Ambassadors, Peer Readers, or taking up roles on 
our Head Student Team.

When students leave Saltash Community School and go on to their fabulous post 18 destinations, they do so with confidence 
in themselves as young adults, as well as in themselves as learners.

We are excited to welcome you here for this next exciting stage of your journey!

Emma Metters
Head of Sixth Form

Welcome from the Head of Sixth Form
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Megan - Head Student 
Here at Saltash Sixth Form every student’s learning journey aims to be a fulfilling, 
meaningful and positive experience. The teachers in our sixth form are at the core of 
our learning.  What makes learning special here at Saltash is that every teacher has a 
true passion for their subject, shaping learning to suit every student experience.  Saltash 
Sixth Form believes that every student has the ability to reach their full potential, offering 
support to suit each individual way of learning. Whether it’s academic intervention in the 
form of after school revision sessions, one-to-one chats when a student is unsure about 
a topic or simply offering kind words of wisdom, the teachers work continuously to make 
every student feel comfortable and confident in their learning.

Head Student Team

Issy 
At Saltash Community School there is never a shortage of extracurricular activities. From 
university, theatre or overseas trips, to sports clubs, drama and book clubs, Saltash Sixth 
Form has endless opportunities that cater to everyone.  The staff here create a welcoming 
community that stretches far beyond the classroom. Never once has Sixth Form felt like 
‘just school’ to me. School productions, such as Grease in this coming year, give students 
a creative outlet.  Lunchtime clubs are really useful and always feel fun.  It is through 
Saltash Sixth Form’s commitment to reach the students and to treat us as individuals, that I 
have formed not only skills but friendships I’ll carry throughout my life.

Bonnie 
My experiences in Saltash Sixth Form have helped me grow in confidence and become 
the person I am today.  One of the things I really value about our school is the pastoral 
support that is available to students. Students know there are people here who will listen 
to them, support them, and make sure they don’t feel like they have to deal with things 
on their own. Staff make sure students feel supported, whether that’s through a quick 
conversation when someone is having a difficult day, helping students through challenges, 
or simply being someone they know they can turn to.  This is one of the things that makes 
our sixth form such a positive place to be. It isn’t just about education; it’s also about 
making sure students feel happy, safe, included and confident enough to be themselves. 
My experience at Saltash has shown me how important it is to have a school community 

where people look out for one another.  I’m really grateful for everything Saltash has given me.

Sixth Form students enjoy a non uniform dress code. 
Dress should be ‘professional smart,’ underpinning 
students’ strong work ethos, high standards, motivation 
and their status as role models in our school.  Blazers 
are worn and neither jeans nor trainers are allowed; 
ties are optional. 
 
Our purpose-built Sixth Form Centre offers an 
exceptional post 16 learning experience. Our large 
dedicated Study Room offers a calm and focused 
environment for independent study, well-supported 
by generous IT provision.  Study skills form part of Sixth 
Form teaching and students are supported in building 
their autonomy. 

Sixth Form students have access to our excellent school gym, and enjoy 
Active For Life sessions. These offer an exciting range of alternative and 
engaging activities suited to all sporting tastes and talents. 
Our Sixth Form Centre also has a dedicated canteen food outlet, the 
Social Kitchen. Students enjoy the freedom of purchasing a wide range 
snacks and delicious hot food as young adults in their place of learning, 
independent of the main school facilities.   

There is also pleasant social space for sixth form students to enjoy their 
breaks, both indoors and outside, with a café-culture feel.
Our Sixth Form Centre allows students as young adults to manage their 
studies and develop their independence.  Their status as Sixth Form 
Students confers privileges that younger students are not able to enjoy, 
as Sixth Formers enjoy relaxing in their social space and lunchtime off-site 
allowance.

Saltash Sixth Form Centre

Life in Saltash Sixth Form
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What Saltash Sixth Form has done for me:

Saltash Sixth Form gave me really good opportunities. I knew that 
the subjects I wanted to do always got excellent results.

The extra-curricular options really helped my personal statement 
stand out, when I applied to uni.

Futures, careers advice and my tutor and teachers have all really 
supported me in my aspirations. I’ve had helpful advice on my 

future and next steps. It helped me know what to do next.

Sixth Form has really supported me in getting my A Levels and 
moving to university. When I was going through tough times 

teachers and pastoral staff helped me manage my anxiety and 
stress, which kept me in school. Thank you for getting me to uni!

I knew that this was the best place to support me with my 
future.  We have small class sizes, the teachers know us well 
and I always get good feedback on our work really quickly.

Saltash has given me the confidence to try new things. It’s 
helped to make me the person I am today.
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Student leadership is significant part of Sixth Form life. Not only do Sixth Form students act as role models to 
younger students, they also develop skills of autonomy and confidence within a supportive scaffolded program. 

All Sixth Form students take part in our highly successful Peer Reading program and also join younger students to 
enjoy and lead weekly Board Games sessions. 

We are proud of our Student Leadership program. Sixth Form students support learning within a curriculum area 
of their choice, Sixth Form students can train to become Mental Health Ambassadors, and Sixth Form members 
of our school council take a leading role in whole school student voice. Our Head Student team take an active 
role in whole school life, organising and leading leading charity events, whole-school productions and Primary 
Festivals. 

Sixth Form students drive our Student Parliament and student voice forward with passion, growing in confidence 
and developing genuine leadership skills.

Students enjoy opportunities like Level 2 First Aid training and ‘Life After School’ Skills days, to ensure they are 
ready for the world beyond school and sixth form. 
 
Sixth Form students also benefit from a scaffolded programme of wider academic reading, to boost and support 
university applications and to feed their passion for their chosen subjects.

Enrichment

Taking learning outside the classroom is an important part of student’s Sixth Form experience. Trips are run 
through subject departments and the Sixth Form team, ensuring students have the widest range of opportunities 
and experiences they can, to enrich their learning and truly broaden horizons.

Broad Horizons
Learning beyond the classroom in Sixth Form
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Students in Years 12 and 13 have 
access to specialist one-to-one 
careers guidance from a Level 6 
qualified Careers Adviser, ensuring 
they receive impartial support to 
help them explore their options 
and plan their future.  Next-Steps 
planning, support and guidance 
are interwoven to form an integral 
part of our sixth form pastoral 
programme, our PD lessons, Futures 
sessions and enrichment trips.

Students benefit from scaffolded 
support to organise work 
experience placements, mock 
interviews and interview practice, 
and guidance across all post-18 
future pathways, from university, 
apprenticeships and the world of 
work

In Saltash Sixth Form we run small-sized teaching classes, 
so all students have access to 1:1 support within lessons 
from subject specialist teachers. Class teachers get to 
know students as individuals and will support them if they 
are struggling, both within lesson time and are able to 
offer support and guidance beyond the classroom.

Our team of dedicated Sixth Form tutors will work in liaison 
with class teachers to support students who are finding 
challenges in their A level studies, and staffed study 
periods provide a scaffolded environment for students to 
develop independent learning habits.

Our dedicated team of Key Stage 5 Intervention Mentors 
will work on a 1:1 basis with students who need mentoring 
in order to overcome academic challenges and to 
support all students to achieve to the very highest of their 
own ability.

Academic Support

Careers and next-steps support

Our Sixth Form Centre has a secure and separate 
feel from the rest of the school.  The Sixth Form office 
has an ‘open door’ policy (literally!) and is always 
staffed should you have a concern, a worry, or should 
you  just need a chat.  Students start their day with 
the tightly-knit Sixth Form team, and also have daily 
check-ins with their tutor. Tutors will usually be the first 
port of call if students are struggling, however there 
is a wide network of wellbeing support available for 
students. Mrs Metters, Head of Sixth Form, is available 
to all students for 1:1 support, our school Safeguarding 
Team are open to all students, and we have a range 
of drop-in clinics that Sixth Form students can access 
ranging from local Youth Support Workers, Targeted 
Youth Workers and the Cornwall School Nursing team.

Our team of pastoral staff are experienced and knowledgeable, and able to signpost young people to a 
wealth of registered organisations and local charities and projects. If you are struggling we can help.

Pastoral Support
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Assessment
There are no assessments within PD

Entry Requirements
•	 The PD and Futures programmes are a compulsory 

part of our Sixth form

Future Destinations
PD is where we do the learning and discovery about different destinations and routes including differing 
Universities, Degree Apprenticeships and Gap Years, we ensure that all avenues are explored.

The Course
All students as part of our KS5 offer have one PD lesson per week within a small class. Lessons are split into three 
main themes covering topics linked to  Living in the Wider World, Health and Wellbeing and Relationships with 
the intention that students are adequately equipped as young adults in society. To support the learning that 
is covered in PD lessons, we also have a fortnightly whole year group session when we invite guest speakers 
including several different Universities, Barclays Bank, Brook health, The Samaritans, Loan Sharks Awareness 
and other relevant organisations. PD supports students to be the best versions of themselves as members of 
our sixth form.

Personal Development 
and Futures Course

Work experience is a vital part of Year 12, enabling 
students to gain first-hand experience of the workplace, 
build confidence, and develop the skills employers and 
universities value.  Saltash Sixth Form is committed to the 
value of work experience, as a vital gateway to the world 
of work.

Work Experience

Subject
List

A Level
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The Course
•	 A level Art and Design builds on the skills and knowledge students have developed in previous years.
•	 The course has been designed to encourage all learners to develop independence based around 

personal experiences and critical thinking.
•	 It provides an opportunity for learners to take a personal interest in why art and design really matters. 

Assessment
This is a practical portfolio with supporting contextual research in which the learner is expected to develop a 
personal response based on their chosen theme.

Learners are required to establish a written response to any related study that supports their chosen practical 
portfolio.

The exam paper will be given to learners on the 1st of February. They then have a minimum of 6 weeks to 
prepare prior to a 15 hr practical exam.

Future Destinations
•	 Higher education and benefit to careers
•	 Designers of the future
•	 Creative art courses

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 6 or above

Art & Design - AQA Biology - OCR

The Course
Biology is a fascinating subject, the study of which will see you learn about the natural world and all the living 
things within it. 

Gaining an A level in this subject opens up a vast range of opportunities for both university degrees and 
career options, many of which can take you all around the world.

Biology covers a broad range of topics and has aspects to interest a wide range of students. Biology is a pre-
requisite subject for many degrees in Biological Science and Medical related fields of study.

The main units we study in this course are: Practical Skills, Foundations in Biology, Exchange and Transport, 
Biodiversity Evolution and Disease , Communication, Homeostasis and Energy, Genetics, Evolution and 
Ecosystems 

Assessment
A level Biology is only available as a linear course, which means that 100% of the assessment will take place at 
the end of the course.

Progression tests at the end of year 12 and mocks are used to assess and support progress during the course 
and there are 12 core practical experiments.

3 final exams cover all topics over the 2 years.

10% of the marks will be related to mathematical skills.

A focus on practical work in one of the papers.

Literacy will be assessed in long answer questions.

Entry Requirements
•	 Grade 6 in Biology or Combined Science (Higher tier)
•	 Grade 5 in GCSE Maths (Higher tier)
•	 Students need to be prepared to work hard and to 

be organised, independent, resourceful and willing to 
persevere when encountering difficulty 

Future Destinations
Medical professions, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, 
Biomedical engineering, Research science (life sciences), 
Microbiology, Marine biology, Conservation, and ecology, 
Environmental management, Food science, Agricultural 
engineering, Zoology.

The transferable skills developed would also be useful in a 
diverse range of careers including: law, business analysis, 
psychology (Biology is a requirement for some Psychology 
degrees)
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Chemistry - OCR

The Course
This qualification engages students by presenting chemical ideas and practical skills in a variety of contexts, 
relating modern-day applications of chemistry and current research to the concepts needed for the study of 
chemistry at A level.

The units we teach are: Elements of Life, Developing Fuels, Elements of the Sea, The Ozone Story, What’s in a 
Medicine?, The Chemical Industry, Developing Metals, Polymers and Life, Oceans and Colour by Design.

Assessment
Chemistry at A level is provided exclusively as a linear course, so 100% of the assessment takes place at the 
course’s end.
•	 Throughout the course, progression tests at the end of Year 12 and mock exams help assess and support 

student progress, with 12 core practical experiments included.
•	 Three final exams cover the entire syllabus studied over the two years.
•	 Mathematical skills contribute 20% of the overall marks.
•	 One paper places an emphasis on practical work.
•	 Literacy will be assessed through extended answer questions.

Entry Requirements
•	 Grade 6 in Chemistry or Combined Science (Higher tier)
•	 Grade 5 in GCSE Maths (Higher tier)
•	 Students need to be prepared to work hard and to be organised, independent, resourceful and willing to 

persevere when encountering difficulty.

Future Destinations
Drug design, Veterinary sciences, Volcanology, Charity sectors, Professions allied to medicine, Physiology, 
Meteorology, Nursing, Nuclear engineer, Genetics, Toxicologist, Midwifery, Science writer, Radiology, Forensics.

Chemistry is also widely regarded as a fantastic A level to have and so supports careers in other fields such as 
International relations, Law and Accountancy.

Assessment
•	 Paper 1: Computing Principles: 2 hrs 30 mins, 40% of 

final grade 
•	 Paper 2: Algorithms and Problem Solving: 2 hrs 30 mins, 

40% of final grade
•	 Programming project – students’ choice, 20% of final 

grade

Future Destinations
Computer Science is highly valued in many careers that require problem solving and analytical and 
computational thinking. This qualification enables students to develop the skills to solve problems and design 
systems whilst understanding the power and limitations of human and machine intelligence. 

Computer Science can be studied at university on its own or with various other subjects. The skills developed in 
Computer Science are used in almost every job or area of life but lend themselves specifically to games and 
software development, engineering and IT-based analysis and forensics.

Entry Requirements
•	 A grade 4 or above in GCSE Computer Science 

Computer Science - 
OCR
The Course
This Computer Science qualification focuses on computational thinking, helping students to develop the 
skills to solve problems, design systems and understand the power and limitations of human and machine 
intelligence: these are the concepts that lie at the heart of our Computer Science qualification. This 
qualification will best prepare students who want to go on to study Computer Science at a higher level and 
will also provide a good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and analytical 
skills.
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Design Technology - 
AQA
The Course
Technical Principles;
•	 Both practical and theoretical study of a range of materials. Exploring content from computer 		

aided design to smart materials.
Designing and Making Principles;
•	 Design methods, their influences as part of the iterative design cycle. 

Assessment
Paper 1:
What’s assessed
•	 Technical principles
•	 Designing and making principles
•	 Specialist knowledge
How it’s assessed
•	 Written exam: 2 hrs
•	 100 marks
•	 25% of A level
Questions
Mixture of short answer, multiple choice and 
extended response questions

Paper 2:
Whats assessed
•	 Technical principles
•	 Designing and making principles
•	 Specialist  knowledge
How it’s assessed
•	 Written exam: 2 hrs
•	 100 marks
•	 25% of A level
Questions
Section A: Product analysis
•	 40 marks available
•	 Up to six short answer questions based on visual 

stimulus of product(s)
Section B: Commercial manufacture
•	 60 marks
•	 Two extended response questions worth a total of 

30 marks each

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 5 and above

Future Destinations
Animator, Carpenter, Fashion, Computing, Photography, 
Media, Illustration, Prosthetics , Theatre set design , Project 
manager, Architect, Engineer, Graphics

English Language - 
Eduqas
The Course
This specification is designed to foster learners’ independence as they explore English Language in a variety of 
contexts. It provides learners with opportunities to develop a wide and deep knowledge of the systems of the 
English language and of issues relating to language and its uses. Throughout this course learners are presented 
with opportunities to develop their own creativity, both in the ways they think about language and in the 
ways they develop expertise in using language to communicate in different ways. In a world where artificial 
intelligence is becoming more dominant, understanding the importance of and mastering the skill of human 
communication is more vital than ever. 

Students are able to select AS Language, as a one year course, and are advised to speak with the course 
leader to discuss this. 

Assessment
•	 Component One: Language Concepts and Issues. 2 hrs exam worth 30% of the qualification. 

•	 Component Two: Language Change Over Time. 2 hrs 15 mins exam worth 30% of the qualification.  

•	 Component Three: Creative and Critical Use of Language. 1 hrs 45 mins exam worth 20% of the 
qualification. 

•	 NEA – Component Four: Language and Identity – A 2500 - 3500 word investigation on one of the following 
topics: language and self-representation; language and gender; language and culture; or language 
diversity. This NEA is worth 20% of the qualification.

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE in English Language at a grade 5 or higher

Future Destinations
This course develops the skills required to write dissertations at a university standard and students will learn 
Harvard referencing which will support any university application.

Career opportunities: Advertising copywriter; Social Media Executive;  Web Content Manager; Corporate 
Communications; Speech Writer; Publishing Executive; Public Relations; Grant Writer; Novelist and Journalist.
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English Literature - 
Pearson 

Assessment
Component 1: Drama paper exploring two plays, worth 30% of the qualification. 2 hrs 15 mins.
Component 2: Prose paper exploring two novels, worth 20% of the qualification. 1 hr 15 mins.
Component 3: Poetry paper exploring Modern and Romantic poetry, worth 30% of the qualification. 2 hrs 15 
mins.  

NEA: Exploring two literary texts in detail, focusing on personal interest, worth 20% of the qualification

Future Destinations
•	 A level Literature gives students a strong foundation for writing dissertations at university level, equips them 

with the ability to read and research widely, and enables them to use Havard referencing. 
•	 Career opportunities: Editor, Publisher, Novelist, Journalist, Teacher, Marketing and Public Relations, 

Bookseller, Lexicographer, Librarian, Paralegal, Social Media Manager, Education Consultant, Advertising 
Copywriter, Content Manager.

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 5 in English Literature
•	 A love of reading

The Course
The A level Literature course really enhances a love of reading as we discuss a range of engaging and 
thought-provoking texts. Whether its debating if Othello remains as a hero or if Dracula is really the being 
we fear, students who take this A level explore a rich and diverse range of literature. Learners are able to 
establish their own perspectives and arguments on the texts that we study and enjoy lively debates around 
the questions that these texts pose. Students consider the contexts in which the texts were published and what 
the wider world of literary critics have to say on them. Our students go out into the world, empowered by their 
literary skills and their love of a good book. 

Students are able to select AS Literature, as a one year course, and are advised to speak with the course 
leader to discuss this. 

English Literature & 
Language - Pearson
The Course
English Language and Literature combines the study of literary texts with the exploration of language in 
use. This engaging course develops students’ analytical, interpretative, and creative writing skills while 
encouraging them to investigate how language shapes meaning, identity, and culture.

Students study a range of literary genres, including canonical texts such as Othello, The Great Gatsby and 
A Streetcar Named Desire, alongside non-fiction and spoken language texts. They learn to analyse writers’ 
choices, explore relationships between texts and contexts, and examine how language is used in different 
social, historical, and cultural settings.

The course includes opportunities for independent research and creative writing, allowing students to develop 
both academic and practical communication skills. English Language and Literature is an excellent choice for 
students who enjoy both literary study and the analysis of language, finding a harmony between enjoying the 
texts of the past of the language of the future.

Assessment
•	 Component 1: Voices in Speech and Writing 

2 hour, 30 minute paper worth 40% of the exam where students explore how voices are created in both 
spoken transcripts and a literary play.

•	 Component 2: Varieties in Language and Literature 
2 hour, 30 minute paper worth 40% of the exam where students explore the theme of ‘Society and the 
Individual’ in both non-fiction extracts, a play and a novel.

•	 Component 3: NEA. 
Students produce two pieces of creative writing, one fiction and one non-fiction piece, followed by an 
analytical commentary reflecting on their own original creative writing pieces. This NEA is worth 20% of the 
qualification.

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE in English Language and Literature at a grade 5 or higher

*Please note that this combined English Language and Literature course cannot be taken in conjunction with 
separate English Language or separate English Literature.

Future Destinations
Graduates of this course frequently progress to degrees in English, Linguistics, Creative Writing, Journalism, 
Media Studies, Law, Education, and related humanities subjects.
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French - AQA

The Course
The French A level course is an in-depth and varied approach to studying the French language and 
cultural aspects of various French speaking countries. Topics you will be learning about are everyday life in 
francophone countries, society, music and cinema, art, technological development, or politics 
- all in French which will allow and require you to enhance your language skills to perfection. 

Additionally, we will be encountering at least one piece of French literature and a French film in detail, and 
we will learn how to interpret these in an essay which forms part of your assessment.

There are thought-provoking topics for heated French discussions and debates and for you to develop a 
passion and very specific interests while continuing to learn a foreign language to a very high standard. You 
will be asked to explore one of your favourite subject matters thoroughly in your individual research project 
towards the end of the course.

The French A level course widens your cultural horizon and allows you to develop a French view of our 
everyday world and is preparing you well for studying French at university level or to go abroad to study, work 
or even live.

Assessment
Paper 1: listening comprehension / reading comprehension / writing (summary, translation ); 2h 30 mins, 50% of  
total mark

Paper 2: writing – essay; 2 hrs, 20% of total mark

Speaking exam: Discussion of sub-theme through stimulus card and questions / IRP – (individual research 
project), presentation and follow-up discussion; 21-23 mins, 30% total mark

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE Higher, ideally a grade 6-9

Future Destinations
•	 Studying languages at university level
•	 Basis for interpreting and translation courses
•	 Potential to study abroad 
•	 Gap year or living abroad to enhance your cultural horizon further
•	 Travelling confidently
•	 Business and industry job roles that require high language-proficiency

Further Mathematics - 
AQA
The Course
Further Mathematics is designed for students with an enthusiasm for mathematics, many of whom will go on to 
degrees in mathematics, engineering, the sciences and economics.

The qualification is both deeper and broader than A level mathematics. AS and A level further mathematics 
build from GCSE level and AS and A level mathematics. As well as building on algebra and calculus 
introduced in A level mathematics, the A level further mathematics core content introduces complex 
numbers and matrices, fundamental mathematical ideas with wide applications in mathematics, engineering, 
physical sciences and computing. The non-core content includes different options that can enable students 
to specialise in areas of mathematics that are particularly relevant to their interests and future aspirations. 
A level further mathematics prepares students for further study and employment in highly mathematical 
disciplines that require knowledge and understanding of sophisticated mathematical ideas and techniques

Assessment
3 x 2 hr assessment papers

Entry Requirements
•	 Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics

Future Destinations
Studying A level Further Mathematics is excellent preparation for a degree in Mathematics. Many university 
maths departments encourage students to take Further Mathematics at A level as it introduces a wider range 
of pure and applied content, such as matrices and complex numbers. Students who have studied Further 
Mathematics often find the transition to university far more straightforward.

Around a third of Mathematics BSc degree courses mention Further Mathematics in their entry requirements, 
including it in their A level offers or encouraging students to take it if possible. For the Russell Group universities, 
this proportion is much higher.
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Geography - OCR

Assessment
Paper 1: Physical systems - 1 hr 30 mins - 22%
Paper 2: Human interactions - 1 hr 30 mins - 22%
Paper 3: Geographical debates - 2 hrs 30 mins - 36%
Independent investigation - NEA - 20%

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 6

Future Destinations
Studying Geography equips you with a diverse set of transferable skills valuable for both the future and the 
workplace. These include research and data collection, analysis and evaluation, as well as mathematical 
and computational abilities. You’ll also develop IT skills, proficiency in written and oral communication, and 
problem-solving capabilities. The field fosters creative thinking, the ability to work both independently and 
collaboratively, and skills in incorporating ideas and reaching consensus. Additionally, it enhances self-
motivation, self-reliance, time management, and the ability to meet deadlines.

The Course
We believe that geography is the most important and empowering subject, and endeavour to inspire awe 
and wonder in our students while fostering a deep understanding of both local and global geography. 
Through our curriculum, we aim to empower students to recognize the possibilities of their choices, 
underpinned by core concepts of space, place, time, and geographical skills. Our aim is to provide an 
ambitious and equitable experience for our learners, to fill the cultural deficit, to improve life chances and 
to provide social justice. We equip students with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to navigate an 
interconnected world with empathy and resilience, cultivating well-rounded and well-informed global citizens.

German - AQA 

The Course
The German A level course is an in-depth and varied approach to studying the German language and 
cultural aspects of various German speaking countries. Topics you will be learning about are everyday life in 
German speaking countries, society, music and cinema, art, technological development, or politics - all in 
German which will allow and require you to enhance your language skills to perfection. 

Additionally, we will be encountering at least one piece of German literature and a German film in detail, and 
we will learn how to interpret these in an essay which forms part of your assessment.
There are thought-provoking topics for heated German discussions and debates and for you to develop a 
passion and very specific interests while continuing to learn a foreign language to a very high standard. You 
will be asked to explore one of your favourite subject matters thoroughly in your individual research project 
towards the end of the course.

The German A level course widens your cultural horizon and allows you to develop a German view of our 
everyday world and is preparing you well for studying German at university level or to go abroad to study, 
work or even live.

Assessment
Paper 1: listening comprehension / reading comprehension 
/ writing (summary, translation ); 2 hrs 30 mins, 50% of total 
mark

Paper 2: writing – essay; 2 hrs, 20% of total mark

Speaking exam: Discussion of sub-theme through stimulus 
card and questions / IRP – (individual research project), 
presentation and follow-up discussion; 21-23 mins, 30% total 
mark

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE Higher, ideally a grade 6-9

Future Destinations
•	 Studying languages at university level
•	 Basis for interpreting and translation courses
•	 Potential to study abroad 
•	 Gap year or living abroad to enhance your cultural 

horizon further
•	 Travelling confidently
•	 Business and industry job roles that require high 

language-proficiency
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History - AQA

Assessment
•	 There are two examinations taken at the end of Year 

13:
•	 Paper 1: Tsarist and Communist Russia (option 1H).  You 

will analyse 3 extracts and write 2 essays in the 2 hrs 30 
mins.  (40%)

•	 Paper 2: The Making of Modern Britain (option 2S).  You 
will analyse 3 sources and write 2 essays in the 2 hrs 30 
mins.  (40%)

•	 The NEA is an independent study on the topic 
‘America: A divided Nation, 1776 – 1896’ worth 20%

Future Destinations
The study of History can be continued at university or used to support the study of other subjects such as Law, 
Journalism and Politics.

The study of A level History develops a range of skills supporting further education or employment.  These 
skills include the ability to research and evaluate evidence, analyse and present an argument, analyse and 
evaluate data and critical thinking.

Entry Requirements
•	 Normally students will have gained a grade 5 or above at GCSE History.
•	 Students who have not studied GCSE History may be considered, but will normally need a grade 6 or 

above in English.

The Course
The aim of studying History at A level is to develop a unique perspective on the world by studying its relatively 
recent past. Across the 2-year course you will cover aspects of political, social, and economic history.  You will 
study in depth the key changes in Britain since 1945 (Option 2S) whilst the breadth paper covers Tsarist and 
Communist Russia from 1855 to 1964 (Option 1H). You will also write a personal study utilising your historical 
skills based on the topic ‘America: A disunited Nation’. There is a focus throughout the course on student 
involvement through debate and discussion as well as independent study. 

By the end of your course you will have learned how to communicate complex ideas effectively, to evaluate 
evidence and interpretations, to analyse information, together with weighing up information. 

Mathematics - AQA

The Course
Choosing A level Maths is a smart step for students who want to challenge themselves academically and 
keep their future options open. It’s a versatile and highly respected qualification that supports a wide range 
of university courses, from science and engineering to economics, psychology, and even architecture. By 
studying A level Maths, students build essential problem-solving, logical reasoning, and analytical skills that are 
crucial in today’s data-driven world. Employers in fields such as finance, tech, and engineering actively seek 
candidates with strong mathematical backgrounds because these skills are directly applicable to real-world 
challenges. Additionally, A level Maths helps students develop resilience and the ability to approach complex 
problems with confidence, setting them apart in competitive academic and career environments. Whether 
you’re aiming for a career in STEM or looking to enhance your general employability, A level Maths provides a 
strong foundation for future success, equipping you with skills that are in constant demand.

Entry Requirements
•	 Grade 6 or above at GCSE Mathematics

Assessment
Paper 1: Pure Maths 1
Paper 2: Pure Maths 2
Paper 3: Statistics & Mechanics combined

Future Destinations
Studying A level Maths offers significant advantages for higher education and careers, particularly for students 
interested in pursuing degrees in mathematics, engineering, physics, computer science, and economics at 
prestigious universities. It deepens understanding of advanced mathematical concepts, preparing students 
for rigorous university courses. A level Maths is highly regarded by competitive institutions, providing an edge in 
applications for STEM-related degrees. 

Career-wise, it opens doors to roles in data science, engineering, finance, and research, where strong 
mathematical skills are essential. The analytical thinking and problem-solving abilities gained from A level 
Maths also enhance employability in diverse and high-paying fields.
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Media Studies - AQA

Assessment
•	 Component 1: Exam (2 hrs 15 mins) - 90 marks
•	 Component 2: Exam (2 hrs 30 mins) - 90 marks
•	 Component 3: Non-Exam Assessment – 60 marks (A 

practical component, requiring you to design your own 
media texts)

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 4 or above in English

Future Destinations
You can further your studies at university, for example with courses in Media, Film, Communications, Cultural 
Studies, Graphic Design, Marketing or Public Relations. This course also provides you with useful knowledge 
and skills for careers in advertising & marketing, graphic design or media production (film, television, radio). 

The Course
We will equip you with the skills to deconstruct media texts (music videos, TV programmes, adverts, posters, 
magazines and newspapers) and identify what these tell us about the world. This matters because we live 
in a ‘media age’, spending a significant proportion of our lives online, watching films & TV, reading, listening 
to music and playing video games. We depend on media to entertain, connect, and inform us. Media 
producers hold a significant amount of power; however, is this power used responsibly? You will explore 
important issues – such as stereotyping, patriarchy, colonialism and political bias. You will also develop your 
creative skills by producing your own media texts - print, web and audio-visual. Over the course, you will 
analyse a range of media – including adverts, television programmes, newspapers, magazines, computer 
games, music videos and websites, considering issues such as representation, ideological bias, and social/
historical context.

Philosophy - AQA  

Assessment
You will study theories of knowledge (how do we know we know anything), moral philosophy (ideas of right 
and wrong), and whether God exists, what it could be like, and what we mean by our “mind”- can it all be 
explained by studying what the brain does?
 
Assessment is through 2 x 3 hr exams at the end of Year 13; there’s no coursework.

Future Destinations
Philosophy can be studied on its own at degree level, and some degrees include Philosophy modules as part 
of the course. Philosophy is also a useful A level to have when studying Law, Sociology, Politics, Social Policy 
and Criminology. 

Philosophy is highly valued in many careers, particularly medicine, government and charity. In fact, 
philosophical skills can help in all jobs and are used in almost every area of life.

Entry Requirements
•	 Grade 6 or above in English

The Course
Philosophy is thinking about life’s big questions. It’s about being an intellectual detective. If you’ve ever 
wondered how we know what’s real, where ideas of right and wrong come from and where we are going, 
then you’ve already started the journey. This is the next step, where you have the opportunity to engage with 
significant concepts in a non-religious context. A level Philosophy will help you develop these skills:  

• Being clear and precise in your thinking and writing
• Engaging with complex texts and ideas 
• Constructing and defending your own philosophical arguments
• Analysing and evaluating the arguments of yourself and others
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Photography - OCR  

Assessment
The OCR A Level in Art and Design: Photography (H603) is a 60% coursework and 40% externally set task 
qualification. 

Component 01: Personal Investigation (60%)
•	 A structured practical portfolio based on a personal theme, brief, or stimulus.
•	 Includes a related analytical study (an extended response with a guided minimum of 1,000 words). 

Component 02: Externally Set Task (40%)
•	 An early-release question paper issued on 1st February with a choice of themes.
•	 Culminates in a 15-hour period of supervised, focused time to create a final response.
 
Techniques: Digital photography, and alternative media.
 
Genres: Portraiture, landscape, still life, documentary, commercial, and experimental imagery.

Future Destinations
•	 Higher Education
•	 Creative Art Courses
•	 Professional Photographer

•	 Photojournalism
•	 Editor
•	 Marketing

•	 Film and TV Production
•	 Graphic and Web Design

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE Grade 5 or above

The Course
A-Level Photography builds on the skills and knowledge that students have developed in KS4.  The course 
is designed to encourage all learners to develop independence based around personal experiences and 
critical thinking.  It provides an opportunity for learners to take a personal interest in why Photography really 
matters.

Physics - Pearson

The Course
Pearson Edexcel A level Physics:
 
Physics is the study of the nature and properties of matter and energy, and the interactions between them.
 
There are many fields of physics, including: mechanics, electricity, thermodynamics, sound, light, matter, 
materials, atomic physics, nuclear physics, particle physics, cosmology and astronomy.

Assessment
A level Physics is only available as a linear course, which means that 100% of the assessment will take place at 
the end of the course.

Progression tests at the end of year 12 and mocks are used to assess and support progress during the course 
and there are 16 core practical experiments.

Three final exams cover all topics over the 2 years.

40% of the marks will be related to mathematical skills.

A focus on practical work in one of the papers.

Literacy will be assessed in long answer questions.

Entry Requirements
•	 Grade 6 in Physics or Combined Science (Higher tier)
•	 Grade 6 in GCSE Maths (Higher tier)
•	 Students need to be prepared to work hard and to be organised, independent, resourceful and willing 

to persevere when encountering difficulty.

Future Destinations
Physics, Astronomy and space science, Civil Engineering, Mathematics, Geology, Biophysics, Medical 
Physics, Medicine, Nanotechnology, Nuclear technology, Nuclear Medicine, Armed Forces, Teaching, 
Aeronautics, Pilot/aviation, Veterinary Science, Meteorology, Gaming and software design, Forensic Science, 
Communications, Renewable energy development, Materials design and testing, Business and Accountancy, 
Sound engineering.



32 33

Politics - Pearson

The Course
Politics is unlike any other A Level subject because it is so current. Politics is NOW. Politics is ALIVE! It is about 
how our society is shaped and organised and allows you to form your own opinions about topics that affect 
us all. What you study at A Level Politics will stay relevant for the rest of your life.
 
During the course you will be focusing on current affairs as you study both UK politics and the UK political 
system, as well as the US political system and study a range of  contrasting Political ideologies. The course 
will support you in developing an enquiring and critical approach to current affairs as well as building 
confidence in discussion, debate and critical writing as you analyse key ideas as well as present your own 
opinions and judgements. 

Assessment
There are three examination papers that you will sit at 
the end of Year 13
•	 Paper 1: UK People and Politics.  Topics cover UK 

Political Parties, UK Pressure Groups, UK Democracy 
and Participation and UK election systems.  
Ideologies cover Liberalism, Conservatism and 
Socialism.  You will analyse a source of political 
commentary and will produce  extended essay 
responses.  

•	 Paper 2: UK Government.  Topics cover the UK 
Constitution, Parliament, the UK Executive and 
relations between UK ‘branches’ of government 
including the UK Supreme Court.  You will look at 
one additional ideology: Feminism.  The exam 
paper will follow the same format of analysing a 
source of political commentary and extended essay responses.  

•	 Paper 3: US Politics.  Topics cover US Democracy and Participation, US parties and Pressure Groups, 
Presidential elections, the US Constitution, Congress, US Presidents and the US Supreme Court.  In the exam 
you will produce extended essay responses looking at US political systems and topics, but also synoptic 
responses comparing the US and UK systems.

Entry Requirements
There are no prior subject study requirements, however students need to have attained a grade 5 or more in 
English Language or English Literature.  It is recommended, but not required, that students have a grade 5 or 
more in a linked analytical subject like History or Geography or RS.

Future Destinations
Politics is highly valued in many careers including the Police, Armed Forces, Education, Health, Law and 
anything else the Government makes decisions about, which is almost anything! Politics can be studied at 
university on its own or with various other subjects. The skills developed in Politics are used in almost every job 
or area of life.

If you have studied Politics A Level you have demonstrated your ability to assimilate a wide range of 
information, to analyse and weigh up arguments and to construct clear coherent lines of reasoning.  These 
are skills that are valued across professions and show that you as an individual are a citizen of the world!

Psychology - AQA

Assessment
•	 Paper 1: (2 hrs) 96 marks: Social Influence, Memory, 

Attachment, Psychopathology. 

•	 Paper 2: (2 hrs) 96 marks: Approaches, Biopsychology, 
Research methods. 

•	 Paper 3: (2 hrs) 96 marks: Issues and Debates, 
Relationships, Schizophrenia, Forensic Psychology.

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 5 or above in English, Maths and 

Science

Future Destinations
AQA A level Psychology provides a strong foundation for higher education and a wide range of careers. 
The course develops essential skills such as critical thinking, research methods, data analysis, and 
communication skills that are highly valued in university studies and the workplace. 
 
For those interested in pursuing psychology at the university level, this A level offers a head start by covering 
key concepts and theories that are fundamental to undergraduate psychology courses. It also aligns well 
with other fields like sociology, criminology, education, and healthcare, making it a versatile choice for 
various degree programs. 

In terms of career prospects, A level Psychology is beneficial for careers in mental health, counselling, 
social work, education, marketing, human resources, and any field that requires a deep understanding of 
human behaviour. The analytical and interpersonal skills gained from this course prepare you to excel in 
roles that involve working with people, solving complex problems, and making informed decisions.

The Course
Are you fascinated by the workings of the human mind and behaviour? AQA A level Psychology offers an 
exciting journey into understanding why people think, feel, and act the way they do. This course dives deep 
into topics such as memory, social influence, mental health, and human development, providing you with 
valuable insights into everyday life and human interactions. 

With AQA Psychology, you’ll develop critical thinking skills, the ability to analyse complex information, and a 
scientific approach to understanding behaviour. The course is not only intellectually stimulating but also highly 
relevant to a wide range of careers, including psychology, healthcare, education, and business. 

You’ll explore real-world applications of psychological theories and engage in experiments, discussions, and 
research, making learning both interactive and practical. Whether you’re aiming for a career in psychology or 
simply curious about the mind, AQA A level Psychology is the perfect stepping stone to future success.
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Sociology - AQA

Assessment
•	 Paper 1: Education with Method in Context (2 hrs): 80 

marks
•	 Paper 2: Topics in Sociology (2 hrs): 80 marks
•	 Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and Method 

(2 hrs): 80 marks

Future Destinations
Studying Sociology offers significant benefits for both higher 
education and future career paths. In higher education, 
Sociology equips students with critical thinking, research, 
and analytical skills that are highly valued across a range 
of disciplines.  

It provides a solid foundation for degrees in social sciences, 
law, education, public health, and humanities, fostering 
a deep understanding of social dynamics, inequality, 
and cultural diversity. This makes Sociology graduates 
well-prepared for tackling complex societal issues in their 
academic pursuits. 

In terms of career prospects, a background in Sociology 
opens doors to diverse fields such as social work, human 
resources, public policy, market research, journalism, and 
education. Employers value the ability to analyse social 
trends, understand human behaviour, and engage with 
diverse populations—skills that are at the core of Sociology. 
Additionally, Sociology’s emphasis on critical thinking and 
problem-solving makes graduates versatile and adaptable 
in a rapidly changing job market, enhancing their 
employability and career growth.

Entry Requirements
•	 GCSE grade 5 or above in English

The Course
Choosing Sociology as an A level opens up a world of insight into how society truly works. Imagine diving deep 
into the forces that shape our daily lives—like why social media affects our self-esteem, how culture influences 
our beliefs, or what drives movements for social justice. Sociology isn’t just about learning facts; it’s about 
challenging assumptions and understanding the world in a completely new way.

By studying Sociology, you’ll develop critical thinking skills that allow you to see beyond the surface and 
analyse the big issues—race, class, gender, and power. This subject isn’t just interesting; it’s incredibly relevant, 
connecting directly to what’s happening around us right now. Plus, it pairs perfectly with subjects like 
Psychology, Politics, and History, giving you a well-rounded perspective that universities and employers love. 
If you’re curious about society and passionate about making a difference, Sociology is the perfect choice for 
you.

Subject Subject 
ListList

Alternative 
Level 3  
Courses
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Business Studies - 
Pearson

Assessment
Four units over the two years
•	 Unit 1: Exploring Business (controlled assessment)
•	 Unit 2: Marketing Campaign (external assessment)
•	 Unit 3: Personal and Business Finance (exam)
•	 Unit 4: Recruitment and Selection in Business (controlled 

assessment)

Entry Requirements
•	 English and Maths at grade 5, Business course not 

essential.

Future Destinations
Students who have completed this qualification will experience a breadth of subjects, supporting them to go 
into the real world of further education or work. For example, when studying the Business and Personal Finance 
unit, students will be measuring the financial performance of a business, preparing and analysing statements 
of comprehensive income and statements of financial position, as well as analysing profitability, liquidity 
and business efficiency, which supports some of the skills students need to progress into higher education, 
employment, self-employment or training. 

The qualification is intended to carry UCAS points and is recognised by HE providers as contributing to 
meeting admission requirements for many courses, if taken alongside other qualifications as part of a two year 
programme of learning, and it combines well with a large number of subjects. It will support entry to almost 
any HE course, depending on the subjects taken alongside.

Will the qualification lead to employment, if so, in which job role and at which level? This qualification, when 
studied with other level 3 qualifications, is designed primarily to support progression to employment after 
further study at university. However, it can also support students progressing to employment directly, or via an 
apprenticeship. It will give the successful student the transferable knowledge, understanding and skills that 
will be an advantage in applying for a range of industry linked training programmes or apprenticeships in the 
business or other sector of their choice.

The Course
There are many different career paths for those who wish to work within the business sector. These include 
management, HR, finance, marketing and business information management, with the opportunity to work 
both in the UK and internationally. The Pearson BTEC National Extended Certificate in Business is intended 
to be an Applied General qualification for post 16 students wanting to continue their education through 
applied learning, and who aim to progress to higher education and ultimately to employment, possibly 
in the business sector. The qualification is equivalent in size to one A level and aims to provide a coherent 
introduction to study of the business sector, normally alongside other level 3 qualifications. The content of 
this qualification has been developed in consultation with academics to ensure that it supports progression 
to higher education. In addition, employers and professional bodies have been involved and consulted in 
order to confirm that the content is also appropriate for and consistent with current practice for students 
planning to enter employment directly in the business sector.

Drama - Pearson

Assessment
Core Units
•	 Unit 1: Prepare to Work in the Performing Arts Sector 

(External)
•	 Unit 2: Proposal for Commissioning a Brief (External)
•	 Unit 3: Influential Performance Practice (External)
•	 Unit 4: Combined Arts (Internal)
Optional Unit
Performing Repertoire (Internal)

Entry Requirements
•	 Preferably a GCSE or Level 2 Drama at Pass grade or Grade 5.
•	 Ability to perform with confidence and work well as part of a team.

Future Destinations
Actor/Performer
Stage Manager
Director
Costume Designer
Technical Theatre

Lawyer
Presenter
Nurse
Doctor
Arts Admin

Teacher
Marketing
Special Effects
Community Arts
Drama Therapist

The Course
We are passionate about preparing our students to be industry-ready and develop their acting and technical 
skills so that they can go on to study Performing Arts at Higher Education or Drama School. We are also just as 
passionate about ensuring that our BTEC students develop a wide range of transferable skills that will support 
them to succeed in any career or future study, including confidence, collaborative working, creativity, 
empathy, public speaking, time management and critical thinking. This course explores a range of acting 
skills, technical theatre and theatre practitioners, whilst asking students to apply a wide range of skills that will 
enable them to be well prepared for 21st century living. Our combined arts units result in the creation of a 
play that we take on tour to our local community and we often receive free tickets to go to see shows at the 
Theatre Royal Plymouth. This course is equivalent to 1 A-Level.

The transferable skills developed in this course will benefit many careers and higher education and study.
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Assessment
Students complete four mandatory units(M) - two external 
exams (EA) and two internal controlled assessments 
(NEA). Then have a choice of four options (O) from which 
they must complete two (NEA) to complete the course. 
Therefore, the majority of assessment is through coursework 
submission. 

Entry Requirements
•	 In addition to meeting the Sixth Form entry requirements, students must have at least a grade 4 (C) 

or above in English. A keen interest in  a career in Health or allied  vocations. Participation in physical 
activity or competitive sport is not a requirement but is strongly recommended. A good level of literacy 
and numeracy skills is expected as well as good organisational and time management skills in order to 
effectively meet deadlines.

Future Destinations
Both the subject-specific knowledge, understanding and skills, and broader transferable skills developed in this 
qualification will help you progress to further study in related areas such as: 
• BSc Nursing (Adult/Child/Learning disabilities/Mental health) 
• BSc Midwifery 
• BSc Health and social care 
• BSc Healthcare and Health Science 
• BSc Health Sciences 
• BSc Paramedic Science 
• BSc Public Health and Wellbeing 
• BA Social Work

The Course
The Extended Certificate in Health and Social Care will develop knowledge, understanding and skills that 
will prepare students for progression to undergraduate study. It covers equality, diversity and rights, health 
and safety, anatomy and physiology, person-centred approaches, mental health, long-term physiological 
conditions, public health strategies, sexual health and nutrition and lifestyles.

Health and Social Care  
- OCR

Assessment
Students complete four mandatory units(M) - two external 
exams (EA) and two  internal controlled assessments (NEA). 
Then then have a choice of four options (O) from which 
they must complete two (NEA) to complete the course. 
Therefore, the majority of assessment is through coursework 
submission. 

Entry Requirements
•	 In addition to meeting the Sixth Form entry requirements, students must have at least a grade 4 (C) 

or above in English. A keen interest in a career in Health or allied  vocations. Participation in physical 
activity or competitive sport is not a requirement but is strongly recommended. A good level of literacy 
and numeracy skills is expected as well as good organisational and time management skills in order to 
effectively meet deadlines.

Future Destinations
Both the subject-specific knowledge, understanding and skills, and broader transferable skills developed in this 
qualification will help you progress to further study in related areas such as: 
• BSc Nursing (Adult/Child/Learning disabilities/Mental health) 
• BSc Midwifery 
• BSc Health Sciences 
• BSc Paramedic Science 
• Biological Sciences degree 
• Human Biology degree 
• Life Sciences degree 
• Biomedical Science degree 

The Course
Our Extended Certificate in Human Biology will further develop applied knowledge, understanding and skills 
relevant to medical science. This qualification includes topics like health, diseases and nutrition. It will help 
students develop independence and confidence in communication, research, presentation and study skills, 
transferable both to higher education and the world of work

Human Biology - OCR
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Information Technology        

Assessment
Three mandatory units:
          1. Fundamentals of IT - Exam 
          2. Global Information - Exam 
          3. Cyber Security - Exam
Two other units chosen which are NEA’s

Future Destinations
Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in IT offer specialist pathways in IT Infrastructure Technician, Emerging Digital 
Technology Practitioner, Application Developer, and Data Analyst.

Students will apply their practical skills and knowledge in preparation for further study, Higher Education or the 
workplace.

Entry Requirements
At least 4 GCSE’s graded 4 or above OR grade 5 in GCSE 
Computer Science.

The Course
The Cambridge Technicals in IT provides students with essential knowledge and skills in IT and cybersecurity. A 
wide range of units and opportunities for practical and project-based work helps students gain an insight into 
technological change, global IT infrastructure and legal and security considerations.

Music - Pearson 

The Course
Music plays a key role in brain development and helps to develop a variety of skills that are fundamental to 
the success of humans. We are passionate about offering students the chance to develop their creativity, 
confidence, critical thinking and collaborative skills through developing a love for playing an instrument or 
singing. Through the process of organising events and studying different musical genres, students will develop 
their technical skills in their chosen music specialism, as well as have many opportunities to perform to an 
audience both in school and in the community. This course has a vocational focus and prepares students for 
a career in the music industry alongside a variety of skills that are transferable to any career.

Assessment
Units: 
Unit 1: Practical Music Theory and Harmony (External)
Unit 2: Professional Practice in the Music Industry 
(Internal)
Unit 3: Ensemble Music Performance (External)

Optional Unit:
Unit 4: Composing Music (Internal)
Unit 5: Session Styles (Internal)
Unit 6: Solo Performance

Entry Requirements
•	 Preferably a grade 5 in Music at GCSE or Level 2 Music.
•	 Able to play an instrument or sing competently with confidence in front of an audience.

Future Destinations
Musician
Musical Theatre Performer
Session Musician
Radio
Technician
Composer
DJ

Music PR
Sound Engineer
Songwriter
Music for Media
Orchestra
Educator
Music Therapist

The transferable skills developed in this course will benefit many careers and higher education and study.
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Assessment
•	 Learners will take three mandatory units to achieve this 

qualification. These compulsory units are 
1.	 Bodily systems and the effects of physical activity.  
2.	 Sports coaching and activity leadership.  
3.	 Sports organisation and development. 

•	 In addition to these, students will take two further units 
in Sport Psychology and Practical performance. All 
units assist in the development of transferrable skills 
such as communication and problem solving. All 
coursework units encourage the development of time 
management, research and analytical skills as well 
as emphasizing the need for good written and verbal 
communication skills.

•	 Every unit achieved will be graded as Pass, Merit or 
Distinction.  

•	 Qualifications are graded using a Pass, Merit, 
Distinction, Distinction* structure.

Entry Requirements
•	 In addition to meeting the Sixth Form entry requirements, students must have at least a grade 4 (C) 

or above in English. A keen interest in sport and physical activity. Participation in physical activity or 
competitive sport is not a requirement but is strongly recommended. A good level of literacy and 
numeracy skills is expected as well as good organisational and time management skills in order to 
effectively meet deadlines.

Future Destinations
Achievement of this qualification will provide learners with the skills knowledge and understanding to 
progress into higher education on a sports related program such a Sports Science, Sports Coaching, Sports 
Management or Sport Psychology or begin a career in the sports industry straight away.

The Course
This qualification is designed for learners who want to gain a qualification to support further study in further 
education or higher education in sport and physical activity or sport related apprenticeships. The qualification 
is not just about being able to play sport; it will provide learners with the skills knowledge and understanding 
to progress into higher education on a sports related program such a Sports Science or Sports and Leisure 
management. The course combines practical activities with theory, as well as visits and presentations from 
employers about their sector of sport and physical activity.  

The Extended Certificate takes 360 guided learning hrs (GLH) to deliver. This means it’s a similar size to an 
A level. This gives learners the flexibility to take other qualifications, whether vocational or academic, in 
preparation for further study in the sector.

Disclaimer: Subject to exam board confirmation of final 2026 course details

Sport: Extended 
Certificate - OCR

Assessment
Year 1
NEA - You will be assessed through a variety of methods 
including written assignments based on vocational 
scenarios, presentations, role play, case studies and 
practical demonstrations of leadership and performance. 
Graded Pass, Merit or Distinction
•	 Sports Coaching and activity Leadership (90)
•	 Sport and Exercise Psychology (60)
•	 Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activities (30
•	 Performance Analysis in sport and Exercise (60)
•	 Organisation of Sports Events (60)
•	 Sports Injuries and Rehabilitation (60)
•	 Health and Fitness testing for Sport and Exercise (60)
Year 2
NEA 
•	 Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activities (30
•	 Physical activity for specific groups (30)
Exam
•	 Body Systems and the effects of Physical Activity (90
•	 Sports Organisation and Development (60)
•	 Working Safely in Sport, Exercise, Health, and Leisure 

(90)

Entry Requirements
In addition to meeting the Sixth Form entry requirements, students must have at least a Grade 4 (C) 
or above in English. A keen interest in sport and physical activity. Participation in physical activity or 
competitive sport is not a requirement but is strongly recommended. A good level of literacy and numeracy 
skills is expected as well as good organisational and time management skills in order to effectively meet 
deadlines.

Future Destinations
In addition to meeting the Sixth Form entry requirements, students must have at least a Grade 4 (C) or above 
in English. A keen interest in sport and physical activity. Participation in physical activity or competitive sport is 
not a requirement but is strongly recommended. A good level of literacy and numeracy skills is expected as 
well as good organisational and time management skills in order to effectively meet deadlines.

The Course
We offer two bespoke vocational sports courses that are modern, engaging, and tailored to today’s students. 
Delivered by expert staff, these courses inspire and bring out the best in learners.

The Technical Diploma requires 720 guided learning hours, equal to two A Levels. It allows students to combine 
it with another Level 3 qualification like an A Level. This is ideal for those aiming for a sports career while 
keeping other options open.

This qualification suits practical students, assessed through varied methods like practical tasks, videos, reports, 
coaching, and placements. We encourage work experience in the PE department, helping with KS3 classes to 
build coaching and leadership skills.

Sport and Physical Activity – 
Technical Diploma - OCR
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Sport and Physical Activity – 
Extended Diploma - OCR
The Course
We offer two bespoke vocational sports courses that are current, engaging, and tailored to today’s students. 
Delivered by expert staff, these courses bring out the best in every student.

The Extended Diploma requires 1080 guided learning hours, equal to three A Levels. It focuses solely on sport, 
ideal for students dedicated to a career in the sports industry.

This practical qualification uses varied assessments like practical evidence, videos, reports, coaching, and 
placements. Students are encouraged to gain work experience in the PE department, assisting KS3 classes to 
build coaching and leadership skills.

Assessment
Year 1
NEA - You will be assessed through a variety of methods 
including written assignments based on vocational 
scenarios, presentations, role play, case studies and 
practical demonstrations of leadership and performance. 
Graded Pass, Merit or Distinction
•	 Sports Coaching and activity Leadership (90)
•	 Sport and Exercise Psychology (30)
•	 Sports Injuries and Rehabilitation (60)
•	 Health and Fitness testing for Sport and Exercise (60)
•	 Performance Analysis in sport and Exercise (60)
•	 Group Exercise to music (60)
•	 Nutrition and diet for sport and exercise (30)
Exam
•	 The Business of Sport (90)
•	 Sports Organisation and Development (60)
Year 2
NEA 
•	 Sport and Exercise Psychology (30)
•	 Practical Skills in Sport and Physical Activities (60)
•	 Organisation of Sports Events (60)
•	 Physical activity for specific groups (30)
•	 Working in active leisure facilities (60)
•	 Improving fitness for sport and physical activity (60)
•	 Biomechanics and movement analysis (60)
Exam
•	 Body Systems and the effects of Physical Activity (90) 
•	 Working Safely in Sport, Exercise, Health and Leisure 

(90)

Entry Requirements
In addition to meeting the Sixth Form entry 
requirements, students must have at least a 
Grade 4 (C) or above in English. A keen interest 
in sport and physical activity. Participation in 
physical activity or competitive sport is not a 
requirement but is strongly recommended. A 
good level of literacy and numeracy skills is 
expected as well as good organisational and 
time management skills in order to effectively 
meet deadlines.

Future Destinations
This qualification provides a pathway into university, higher apprenticeships or employment within the sport, 
health and leisure industries. Students can progress to degree courses such as Sport and Exercise Science, 
Sports Coaching, Physical Education, Sports Therapy, Sports Psychology, Sports Management and Strength 
and Conditioning, subject to university entry requirements. Career opportunities include PE teaching, sports 
coaching, performance analysis, sports development, fitness management and sports business. The course 
develops practical experience alongside leadership, communication and organisational skills, preparing 
students for a wide range of careers.

The Course

Assessment

Entry Requirements

Careers & Higher Education

Student Bio

The Course

Assessment

Entry Requirements

Careers & Higher Education

Student Bio

Subject
List
Super  

Curricular
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Assessment
Over the course of 12 months, progress in the four key 
areas is made by students independently. For example, a 
student who volunteers at a local library, attends regular 
yoga sessions for the physical section, and improves their 
cookery skills would record their hours and progress through 
these areas on the DofE online platform. The expedition, 
completed over three days and two nights, is planned and 
carried out as a team.

Entry Requirements
There is no prior requirement to complete DofE Bronze before tackling Silver, although many students have 
done so. Most kit required for the expedition aspect can be provided by the school.

Future Destinations
The DofE awards are highly valued by employers across the world. Students who have participated in any 
level of DofE are seen as independently motivated, organised, and effective communicators. A positive 
approach to team working and motivation is a key characteristic that employers are looking for.

The Course
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a life-changing adventure. It’s about going the extra mile - learning new skills 
for work and life, getting fitter, making a difference and broadening your horizons.

Millions of young people in the UK have already done their ‘DofE’. With the help of our expert course 
coordinator at Saltash, it could be your turn next.

The DofE course is comprised of four key areas: volunteering, physical, skills, and an expedition. 

Duke of Edinburgh  
Silver Award

At Saltash Sixth Form, we are proud to offer our students the 
chance to take part in World Challenge – an unforgettable 
opportunity that goes far beyond the classroom. 
 
World Challenge expeditions are designed to inspire, 
motivate, and build confidence in young people. They 
allow students to step outside of their comfort zones, work 
as part of a team, and develop valuable life skills such as 
resilience, leadership, and independence. 
 
Although not part of a formal course, World Challenge is 
open to all Sixth Form students who want to broaden their 
horizons and take on a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
Past expeditions have taken students to extraordinary 
destinations across the globe, where they have trekked 
through stunning landscapes, worked on meaningful 
community projects, and immersed themselves in new 
cultures. 
 
This is more than just a trip abroad – it is a chance to make 
memories that last a lifetime while growing in confidence 
and gaining skills that will stay with you long after Sixth 
Form. 
 
With so many exciting destinations and experiences 
on offer, World Challenge is one of the most enriching 
opportunities available to Saltash Sixth Form students.

World Challenge
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Assessment
Your progress through your research project will be 
tracked and managed through an online production log. 
The project itself will be either a 5000 word essay on the 
research topic of your choice, or an artefact, e.g a model, 
a performance, a short film, a website or piece of software, 
a design or blueprints AND a 1000 word report reflecting on 
your project.

Entry Requirements
If you have met the entry requirements to study at Saltash 
Sixth Form, you can study for the EPQ.

Future Destinations
EPQ grades are worth ‘half’ UCAS points, so a grade B for 
example is worth 20 points. These can be added to your 
UCAS points from A levels in order to meet the minimum 
entry requirements for university courses. The independent 
and research-based nature of the course means that it 
is a really useful course for anyone with higher education 
aspirations, and can be an interesting talking point in any 
interviews.

The Course
The EPQ at Saltash Sixth Form runs primarily in Year 12 and has proved to be popular with students and 
teachers alike. It provides an opportunity for students to extend their abilities beyond the A level syllabus, 
stand out and prepare for university or their future career. It can also be used to earn extra UCAS points. You 
will attend and participate in a series of sessions on skills that are relevant to the EPQ but also of wider use, 
such as researching, references, project management, and data analysis. These skills are incredibly valuable 
in making the transition to university-level education.

The Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ) - AQA Core Maths - AQA

Assessment
Paper 1 90 mins
Paper 2a 90 mins

Entry Requirements
No entry requirements

*Please note that the Level 3 Core Maths course cannot 
be taken in conjunction with A-Level Maths or Further 
Maths.

Future Destinations
Studying Core Maths helps students develop their quantitative and problem-solving skills. This is valuable 
preparation for the quantitative skills they will need for many degree courses, particularly subjects such as 
psychology, geography, business-related courses, sports and social sciences, and natural science courses that 
do not require AS/A Mathematics.

The Course
Core Maths is intended for students who have passed GCSE Mathematics at grade 4 or better, but who have 
not chosen to study AS or A level Mathematics. It can be studied in a single year or over a two-year period 
and can be taken alongside A levels or other qualifications, including vocational courses.
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Assessment
See relevant course pages for details.

Entry Requirements
See relevant course pages for details.

Future Destinations
AS level grades are worth ‘half’ UCAS points, so a grade B for example is worth 20 points. These can be 
added to your UCAS points from your three core A levels in order to meet the minimum entry requirements 
for university courses. Having an AS level qualification shows that you have the academic and organisational 
abilities to tackle four significant subjects at once, and depending on your choice of subject they can 
complement your three A levels in order to apply for subject specialisms, such as medicine.

The Course
Depending on timetabling details, some A level courses may be offered as AS level options too. This would 
mean studying for the subject as normal in Year 12, alongside students who are taking the course as a full A 
level option. Students on AS level pathways would then sit final exams in May/June of Year 12, and receive an 
AS level certificate in the August of that year. Studies would then stop in that subject, so that efforts can focus 
on the three core A levels.

AS Options Sports Leader

The Course
Students can benefit from undertaking the Sports Leadership 
Level 3 qualification, offered through the leadership skills 
foundation.  Students gain a certificate and 16 UCAS points 
upon completion.  In addition, students gain valuable 
certifications in first aid, safeguarding, and a National 
Governing Body award, all of which enhance their skills and 
employability. They also contribute to the community by working in local primary schools and helping to run 
sporting events.
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Sixth Form Celebrates - Results Day

Year 13 2026 Leavers 
Destinations:

Where our Saltash Community 
School leavers have moved on to.

Sixth Form and Our Community

As leading members of our community school student body, Saltash Sixth Form students take an enthusiastic 
role in our local community.  Be it fundraising or taking in leading role in running community events, Saltash 
Sixth Formers confidently step forward!

Bursary:
16-19 Bursary details will be available on enrolment day. Applications should be made 
directly to the Sixth Form. Application forms are only available online under ‘apply for sixth 
form’ on the sixth form section of the school website.

Transport:
Application forms are only available online from https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/
collegetransport. The transport team can also be contacted on 0300 1234 1010. 

Support to Apply

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/collegetransport
https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/collegetransport
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Sixth Form Celebrates Sixth Form Summer Ball
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Headteacher - Sara Del Gaudio

Head of Sixth Form - Emma Metters

Saltash Sixth Form
Wearde Road 
Saltash
Cornwall
PL12 4AY  
Telephone: 01752 843715
E-mail: enquiries@saltashcloud.net
Website: www.saltash.net

Saltash Sixth Form is a member of SMART (South East Cornwall Multi Academy 
Regional Trust). SMART is an exempt charity and a company limited by guarantee, 
registered in England and Wales with company number 7542166. The registered 
office is at Liskeard School & Community College, Luxstowe, Liskeard, Cornwall PL14 
3EA. Tel: 01579 325732.

mailto:enquiries%40saltashcloud.net?subject=
http://www.saltash.net
https://twitter.com/Liskeard_6Form


